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James Joyce.  Dubliners, From “The Dead” 

Lily, the caretaker's daughter, was literally run off her feet. Hardly had she brought one gentleman into the 

little pantry behind the office on the ground floor and helped him off with his overcoat than the wheezy hall-

door bell clanged again and she had to scamper along the bare hallway to let in another guest. It was well for 

her she had not to attend to the ladies also. But Miss Kate and Miss Julia had thought of that and had 

converted the bathroom upstairs into a ladies' dressing-room. Miss Kate and Miss Julia were there, gossiping 

and laughing and fussing, walking after each other to the head of the stairs, peering down over the banisters 

and calling down to Lily to ask her who had come.  

It was always a great affair, the Misses Morkan's annual dance. Everybody who knew them came to it, 

members of the family, old friends of the family, the members of Julia's choir, any of Kate's pupils that were 

grown up enough, and even some of Mary Jane's pupils too. Never once had it fallen flat. For years and years 

it had gone off in splendid style, as long as anyone could remember; ever since Kate and Julia, after the death 

of their brother Pat, had left the house in Stoney Batter and taken Mary Jane, their only niece, to live with 

them in the dark, gaunt house on Usher's Island, the upper part of which they had rented from Mr. Fulham, 

the corn-factor on the ground floor. That was a good thirty years ago if it was a day. Mary Jane, who was then 

a little girl in short clothes, was now the main prop of the household, for she had the organ in Haddington 

Road. She had been through the Academy and gave a pupils' concert every year in the upper room of the 

Antient Concert Rooms. Many of her pupils belonged to the better-class families on the Kingstown and Dalkey 

line. Old as they were, her aunts also did their share. Julia, though she was quite grey, was still the leading 

soprano in Adam and Eve's, and Kate, being too feeble to go about much, gave music lessons to beginners on 

the old square piano in the back room. Lily, the caretaker's daughter, did housemaid's work for them. Though 

their life was modest, they believed in eating well; the best of everything: diamond-bone sirloins, three-shilling 

tea and the best bottled stout. But Lily seldom made a mistake in the orders, so that she got on well with her 

three mistresses. They were fussy, that was all. But the only thing they would not stand was back answers.  

Define Each Word 

scamper:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

peer:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

banister:________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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gaunt:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

feeble:_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write the Correct Word from the Vocabulary 

1. A banner congratulating the baseball team hung from the ______________________ of the administration building. 

2. Mary says that she had seen a child ______________________ across the barnyard and hide behind the bushes. 

3. Although the old man looked weak and _______________________, he carried his own groceries to the car. 

4. The released prisoner of war looked ______________________ and withdrawn after suffering such a terrible ordeal. 

5. Just before going to bed on Christmas Eve, Anna _____________________ intently up the chimney to make sure that 

Santa had enough space to slide through. 

Comprehension and Discussion:  Answer Each Question in Complete Sentences 

1. Why does Lily get along with her three mistresses?  Who are her three mistresses? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How would you describe the atmosphere of the Morkan’s annual dance? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


